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"Helping ELL Students Succeed"
Based on a plethora of past research activities, the performance of Native Americans and Hispanic English Language Learners (ELLS) has been considerably lower compared to the non-ELLS in most American district schools (Bialystok,45). Concurrently, the numbers of these students have continued to rise in the recent past hence the need to develop proactive measures aimed at ensuring that they become proficient in the English language. The federal law in the United States requires educational institutions to employ affirmative mechanisms to address the language barrier and ensure that these students participate meaningfully in schools’ educational programs. 
This report highlights some of the most effective instructional practices and programs used by educational institutions to particularly help ELLS learn, read and write the English language efficiently to consequently meet the set federal content standards. Ziegenfuss et al. (58) observed that helping ELLS to attain the minimum efficiency in the English language has continued to pose a real challenge in the education system and requires the implementation of candid instructional strategies, assessments, tailored curriculum content, alongside the individual efforts by the teachers to particularly reinforce the learning abilities of these students. 
The authors noted that a majority of the ELLS in the US have still not developed the efficient levels of skills expected of them and observed that their academic performance in Math and sciences is tied to their abilities to effectively learn English. 
Choosing an approach
Crawford et al. (327) stated that the approaches employed by the educators in their classroom’s present significant impacts on the students’ abilities to effectively learn the English language. For instance, it was argued that allowing ELL students to speak their native languages in academic settings significantly impacted their abilities to learn by providing them with equitable access to educational experiences. This approach is known as a culturally responsive technique that allows educators to incorporate the local language and the student’s culture meaningfully in their education by using them as access points to help the students learn. Similarly, educators have also been advised to incorporate the cultural aspects in their teaching as evidenced in this report.
Creating a productive environment
As observed by Howard (16), English language teachers have the responsibility of creating a welcoming and trusting environment for their learners since it greatly improves the student’s academic success. It is essential to understand that the creation of such an environment, requires teachers need to practice inclusive and non-judgmental discussions in classrooms as this is believed would make the students feel comfortable and accepted. The teachers need to ensure to establish classroom discussion that understands and supports the individual differences to enable them to work together as a class. Creating an all-inclusive learning environment for the ELL students would make the students aware of the need to work as well class. 

Provision of access to English Language Learners
Admittedly, the following critical aspects have been considered important in the success of ELL students; instructional practices, assessments, resources and community connections. 
Instructional practices 
To ensure the success of ELLS, teachers can create modified and supported instructions for their students by simply understanding what the most essential content area they need to is cover. Wiggins & McTighe (199) argued that using this strategy is both beneficial to the teachers and their students since it allows the learners to learn the core areas of the curricula while learning the language. The most effective instructional practice for the ELLs is pull-out or push-in tutoring which allows the students to attend core classes in English while at the same time receiving additional support in learning their language.
Bilingual instruction has also been considered a short-term transitional strategy that can be applied by the teachers while teaching the ELL students. In this practice, instructors may use their native language alongside the English language to ensure that their students become proficient in both languages. Observably, the technique has proven to be beneficial for students drawn from a single native language. Teaching the English language in the native language may be beneficial since it allows the students to be comfortable while discussing the content areas in class with their peers. Ziegenfuss et al. (59) argued that with bilingual instruction technique teachers can assist their students in relating words in their native language to the words in English with the same meaning. This enhances vocabulary learning for ELL students.

Some other proven instructional practices as identified by the authors in this report include the use of either visual and auditory resources to teach depending on the teacher preferences. Teachers may use videos and other forms of visual media such as newspapers and magazines to enhance the learning of their students (Ziegenfuss et al. 62). 
Assessment techniques 
ELL students just like the other students need continuous, authentic, and appropriate assessment to evaluate their learning process (National Middle School Association, pp. 27). The teachers need to ensure that the assessment particularly focuses on the critical content areas to be able to determine what particular skills they may need to progress in other grades and the needed vocabulary to accomplice their academic goals. Besides the pencil and paper tasks homework projects, problem-solving, compositions and group tests have also proven to be effective assessment strategies.  Evidence drawn from a four-year randomized study in Portland indicated significant improvements in reading skills in students exposed to standardized assessments (Ziegenfuss et al. 61). 
Assessing ELL students is also considered an important strategy since it helps in identifying the areas in which the students are struggling in either literacy or language development so as to provide them with structured assistance particularly meant to help them develop their skills (Heydon,462). In a nutshell, assessments give the learners the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge allowing the teachers to help them improve on their grey areas over the course of their learning. 


Community connections
Parental engagements in the learning affairs of the ELL students have been shown to improve the outcome of their learning. The increased teacher-parent engagement has proven to be key in improving the abilities of the ELL students. It is essential to note that when parents are more informed about the performance and activities of their children in school, they are more likely to give them support where necessary. Teachers can also become aware of the student’s native culture due to this engagement, which is also essential in helping the students achieve success (Rubinstein-Avila, 38). 
Teaching keywords 
To achieve efficiency in the learning of the English language, teachers need to ensure that their students learn the basics of the language to improve their vocabulary. This is because the ELL learners do not usually have the same vocabulary as the other students. For this reason, it should be considered a contextual practice by the teachers to ensure that they capture the basic tenets of the English language (Ziegenfuss et al. 62). Teaching ELL students the keywords in English improves their abilities to construct complete English sentences using the words. Besides expanding their vocabulary, these techniques would believably help the students in building the basic curriculum concepts required to improve efficiency at the elementary levels. 
Cooperative learning 
ELL teachers can group their students with their peers who are more knowledgeable than them to help them in visualizing text information. Allowing open discussions in class presents a situation where the students can be offered academic support from their peers whenever necessary (Miles et al. 88). Also, these cooperative groups may present ELLs with the opportunity to engage in genuine discussions that helps them in learning new concepts. 
Conclusion
The population of ELL students has been increasing over the years and educators are similarly required to develop multi-faceted and more rather conventional approaches to address the unique needs of these students. Effective instructional strategies by educators have proven to ensure success among ELLS.  Other strategies such as parent involvement in school affairs have also been very essential in establishing and sustaining the academic development of ELL students. Similarly, ELLS have continued to show significant improvements through standardized tests that allow teachers to provide them with concrete feedback based on their performance.  Also, the English language teaches the need to apply strategies of teaching that are considered to be culturally responsive allowing the students to effectively connect their native environments to that of the school. 
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